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And it’ll be a good
night from_her!

i0

By John MacLeod

AN almost forgolten play
by the late comic Ronnie
Barker has been revived
for the Drama Ma h-Alba
fastival next month.

Mum was written [of
Barker's actress danghier
Charlotte and was first per-
formed al the King's Head in
Londan in 1998,

Culbokie-based comedi-
enne Tackie Goode will play
the lead pari of Ahson in the
latest praduction.

She told the North Srar:

“T had pretty much free rein
v do anything | wanted for
the festival and hasd jusi read
the autharised bingraphy of
Ronnie Barker. 5o [ knew
absan the play, bat I thaught
there was no way 1 could do
il. Ronnbe Barker was always
very protective about who
performed his work and haw
it was periprmed.

“But cm:num{:rd-bl a frietd
of ming, Dave Smith of Write
Lines, who had a copy of the
pir:r.] plcked up the phone

rang Essential Books who
comtrod the rights 1o his work
They tokd me all I had to do
was wrile g lstier 10 Roanie™s
wile Jov Barker to check it
was (0K

“The Following week | got a
letter hack telling me 1 coald
do it | was given permission
1o do twn performances.”

Jmckie admits that the parl
will be mare challenging than
the ones she is used to play-
imp= “I's 8 Cragi-comedy, and
ot his usual style. It's not
a laugh-a-minute, hold your
sides sort of play. In fact, it's
more tragedy than comedy.
T'm really looking forward
o doing it, it"s good o do
something mere serlous for
change.

“Becaugd 1've mever hod a
pant like this before, it's going
e be hard work, The mond
if the character goes op and

Comic

down, as does the lone of ber
wodce Amd lemperument. It is
definitely the most challeng-
||'|,EII||M: I bigve ever done.

The play is set in modern-
day Landon, but we decided
to hase it up here. Rannie
Bad written & in Pwo acks bat
we arc just going 1o run :|L
all the way through -
lasts abwuf an h-u-ran-!u-
muarter. Ax far ax | kenow,
this will be the Hrst time
it has heen performed
sinoe 15987

Inckie is used o
HPPEATing in one-wEnan
sharws like (e, which she
perfonrmed at the Inverneis
Festival. However, on
this occasion well-known
Highland sctor Brion Smith

plays e two male parts in the

M.

HBriam appeared in The
Hiedding and The Accldermnl
Drarh o8 an Accondiowis, which
weri also very popular an the
Edinburgh Festval fringe.

Brian also works for Arns in
Motion and Cartoon Theaire
amd mcted in the play The Perfest
Spat - & children's show aboul
findimg the perfect spod o go
camping in Scoiband

any people will recog
nise him as the chiel health
and safety officer a1 Belladrum
amd oiher events aroumd the
Highlands, He alse worked
with the Grey Coast Theatre
Compary and Theatre Hebrides
from Stornowsy.

Sruart Brownlce, marksting
officer for ihe festival, said: *1
know Jackie is really loaking

plays it
straight in
Barker play

shares ke bill with her. He \

lenge of
pfl’lﬂ-”ﬂlﬂﬂ.
in this play.

“1 belleve |1
ws the last thing
Ronnie Barker
ever wrote = it
will streich her
ne all one-woman
shows do,

“She |s olso n very
active board member of
the Highlands amd Tstands
Theatre netwaork.”

Mum, which b deseribed
as “dark, simister and emo-
Eive™ in the programme,
will be performed in the

B
e

Highland Mews Seuap, weck ending Sat

Spectrum Contre, Inverness
om Thursday, Octobsr 1H al
2pm, and Friday, October 19
at Spm. Tickets £6.50 {eon-
pessions £5),

Drrivma Mah-A&Mha, Scotland’s

Jackia who
will be starring in
Mum by Ronnie
Barker an October
18-18 a6 part of the
Drama na h-Alba

inbermational theoire ans fes-
tival amd forum, Tans from
Doiober 1822, 41 venucs in
and around Ieverness. There
are mare ks JEavems oves
the: five dms.



